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From the Vice Chancellorõs Desk 

It is a great pride and enthusiasm to 

present the annual report of the Gijubhai 

Badheka Chair at Children's Research 

University for the Academic Year 2023-24. 

This report is a testament to our commitment to promoting the 

progressive educational philosophies of the venerable Shri Gijubhai 

Badheka, a pioneer in the field of child care and education. 

Over the past year, the Gijubhai Badheka Chair has undertaken 

a variety of impactful initiatives designed to enrich and transform 

educational practices. From curating children's poetry and stories to 

organize workshops and training ensuring that Gijubhai's methodologies 

continue to inspire and guide contemporary educational practices. 

The publication of significant works, including "Gijubhai Sathe 

Shikshanyatra," "Shishukathao," and "Shishukavyo," marks a crucial step 

in making Gijubhai's teachings accessible to a wider audience of 

students, parents, teachers, and educators that uphold and disseminate 

Gijubhai's vision. 

Our dedication to preserving Gijubhai's legacy is further 

reflected in initiatives like the Bal Anand Yatra, which leveraged social 

media to engage parents and children in a joyful exploration of his 

educational philosophy, and the meticulous fieldwork documenting his 

educational equipment and methodologies.  
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I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Ministry of Women and 

Child Development, Government of India, and all our collaborators for 

their unwavering support. I also commend the tireless efforts of the 

staff involved in the Gijubhai Badheka Chair. Your dedication and passion 

are the driving forces behind our success. 

As we move forward, I am confident that the Gijubhai Badheka 

Chair will continue to inspire and lead transformative educational 

initiatives. Together, we will honor Shri Gijubhai's legacy by fostering a 

nurturing, innovative, and child-centric educational environment. 

Warm regards, 

Prof. Sanjaykumar Gupta 

Vice Chancellor (I/c) 

Childrenõs Research University, 

Gandhinagar, Gujarat 
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From the Editorõs Desk  

We are delighted to present this annual report of the Gijubhai 

Badheka Chair, highlighting an initial year of dedicated efforts and 

impactful initiatives. Through workshops, publications, meetings, field 

visits, field work and other projects, we continue to honour and 

disseminate the pioneering educational philosophies of Shri Gijubhai 

Badheka. Our commitment to enriching child care and education remains 

steadfast, and we look forward to your continued support and 

engagement. 

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Ministry of Women and 

Child Development, Government of India, Children's Research 

University, Gandhinagar for their continuous support. I extend my 

sincere thanks to Dr. Harshad A. Patel, the then Vice Chancellor; Prof. 

Sanjaykumar Gupta, the present Vice Chancellor; & Mr. Amit Jani, 

Registrar; Childrenõs Research University; and Dr. T. S. Joshi, Chair 

Professor, Gijubhai Badheka Chair for their unwavering guidance to the 

Chair. I extend my gratitude to the Staff and Faculty members of 

Children's Research University for their cooperation. As we continue 

this journey, we remain dedicated to preserving and promoting Gijubhaiõs 

enduring legacy. 

Dr. Bhavini Laxmanbhai Parmar 

Chair Research Fellow, 

Gijubhai Badheka Chair, 

Childrenõs Research University,  

Gandhinagar, Gujarat  
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Introduction 

 

The Gijubhai Badheka Chair is a memorandum of understanding between the 

Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of Indian and Children's 

Research University, Gandhinagar established in 2023. The main focus of the chair 

is to focus on spreading the ideas, values, thoughts and philosophy of the remarkable 

educationist, Shri Gijubhai Badheka especially in the field of Child Care & 

Education.  

This report is a description of the different activities carried out by the 

Gijubhai Badheka Chair (GBC) during the academic year 2023 - 2024, following 

the action plan submitted to the ministry for the initial year. During this time, the 

team chair has been working to promote and disseminate Gijubhai's values and 

educational philosophy in the filed by various means; like workshops, training, 

review meetings, field works, content creation for children (Bal-Anand Yatra), and 

publication work. Furthermore, by teaming up with eminent experts and other 

organizations like shri Dakshinamurti Bal Adhyapan Mandir - Bhavnagar, 

Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space Application & Geo-informatics 

(BISAG-N) - Gandhinagar, the chair has shared knowledge and created valuable 

materials to help teachers, parents and others who involved in the field can apply 

these ideas in their work for child care and education. 

The report also includes how these activities have affected different groups 

like teachers, parents, leaders, and children, showing how these ideas can make a 

big difference in how children learn and grow. Monitoring mechanism ensures 

transparency and accountability of the tasks that reaffirming the commitment to 

achieving tangible outcomes for the benefit of society in terms of child care and 

education. 
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About the Ministry of Women and Child Development 

The Department of Women and Child Development in India became its own 

Ministry on January 30, 2006, after being a part of the Ministry of Human Resources 

Development since 1985. Its main goal is to fill in the gaps in how states support 

women and children. It aims to bring different government departments and sectors 

together to make laws, policies, and programs that treat women and children fairly 

and put them at the center. 

The vision of the department is to have empowered women who are respected 

and treated equally, and who contribute fully to development without facing 

violence or discrimination. Additionally, it envisions children who are well cared 

for, given all opportunities to grow, and live in a safe environment. 

The mission of the department includes empowering women socially and 

economically through various policies and programs that focus on gender equality. 

It also involves raising awareness about women's rights and providing them with 

legal support to help them achieve their full potential. Similarly, it aims to ensure 

that children are cared for and protected, with access to education, nutrition, and 

legal support, so they can grow and thrive. 

To ensure children grow up healthy and well-rounded, the Ministry runs the 

largest and special program worldwide, called Integrated Child Development 

Services (ICDS). This program offers a bundle of services like extra food, vaccines, 

health check-ups, and preschool education. The major policy initiatives undertaken 

by the Ministry in the recent past include universalization of ICDS, establishment 

of the Commission for protection of Child Rights and enactment of Protection of 

Women from Domestic Violence Act. 

The Ministry has 4 autonomous organizations viz. 

¶ National Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development (NIPCCD), 

¶ National Commission for women (NCW), 
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¶ National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), and 

¶ Central Adoption Resource Agency (CARA) 

 

The Ministry is responsible for various subjects, including family welfare, 

women and child welfare, coordination of related activities across ministries and 

organizations, handling references from UN organizations regarding trafficking in 

women and children, implementing national nutrition policies and missions, 

managing charitable and religious endowments, promoting voluntary efforts in these 

areas, enforcing laws related to immoral trafficking, indecent representation of 

women, dowry prohibition, and prevention of sati, as well as regulating infant milk 

substitutes and feeding bottles. Additionally, it coordinates with organizations like 

CARE, engages in planning, research, evaluation, and training for women and 

children's welfare, and works with UNICEF, NIPCCD, and the Food and Nutrition 

Board on development, popularization of nutritious foods, and nutrition extension 

programs.  

Fulfilling vision and mission of the Ministry, The Ministry of Women and 

Child Development and Children's University have come together to create a unique 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the Gijubhai Badheka Chair under 

certain objectives. It is a mutual initiative aimed at promoting cooperation, offering 

global experiences, and facilitating the advancement of knowledge. It is based on 

reciprocity, best efforts, mutual benefits, and frequent interactions for child care and 

education. The Ministry of Women and Child Development will financially support 

initiatives under this Memorandum of Understanding.   



п 
 

About the Childrenõs Research University 

 The Childrenôs University was established in the year 2009 with the 

objectives of bringing about holistic development to the children of new India. 

Today, it is known as the Childrenôs Research University. This university is unique 

and first of its kind that has óChildô as a focal point. It aims to work for unborn child 

to the age of 18 years of youth encompassing activities related to Garbhadhan 

Sanskar, early child care and education to the incarnation of best progeny and 

hatches the dream of preparing a holistic human being for the society. 

The vision of the university is to equip today's children to be the architects of 

a future that combines spiritual unity, equality among all people, and individual 

freedom. The Children's Research University is guiding children to create a world 

where we all get along, no matter our differences, leaving behind old conflicts for a 

brighter, happier future. The aim is to foster a Bharatiya stream of knowledge and 

lifestyle through a five-layered approach to children's development. This includes 

instilling in them an understanding of higher spiritual truths and enhancing their 

knowledge base. Moreover, children are being equipped for significant research 

endeavors while simultaneously nurturing their character and self-esteem, 

contributing to the enrichment of their overall development. 

The university functions under four pillars i.e. Education, Research, Training 

and Extension. The university has four centers and 14 departments, among these 

under the center of Training (CoT) has three departments i.e. Department of 

Gijubhai Elementary Education Training (GEET), Department of Saptadhara and 

Department of Vidyaniketan. Every year on the university's foundation day, the 

Department of Gijubhai Elementary Education Training presents the Gijubhai 

Badheka Award in two categories: the first is called the "Shreshth Bal-Guru Award," 

to an individual who has made outstanding contribution in the field of early 

childhood care and education and the second is called the "Shreshth Bal Vatika 

Award" to an organization that have made significance progress in promoting early 
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child care and education. Both awards come with a trophy, a certificate, and a cash 

prize of fifty thousand and one lakh rupees, respectively. The awards not only 

highlight Gijubhaiôs Legacy in the field of early child care and education but also 

inspire others to continue their legacy in the holistic development of young students. 

It is important to remember that Gijubhai himself came up with the initial concept 

for Children's University back in the 20th century. 

The University is committed to making meaningful contributions to the 

realms of child care and education through a multifaceted approach. This dedication 

encompasses a wide array of efforts, ranging from innovative methodologies, 

processes, and material development to research initiatives aimed at enhancing 

understanding and addressing key challenges in child development and learning. 

University runs Tapovan center for pregnant ladies and Shishu Paramarshan for 

mothers of birth to 3-year-old children, vidya-vatika (Bal Mandir) for children of 3- 

to 6-year-old and offers several undergraduate & post graduate courses, and Ph.D.  

Additionally, the University actively engages with various stakeholders, including 

educators, policymakers, parents, and the broader community, to foster 

collaboration and exchange of ideas that can positively impact the well-being and 

educational outcomes of children. To shape the dream of the Childrenôs Research 

University, in accordance to the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 the 

university will strive to cater to the Elementary Education and its needs 

(Foundational Stage to School Education) to impart Indian Knowledge System in 

the State, Nation and at Global level. The leap and the changes offered by the policy 

can be achieved by incorporating thoughts, works, writing and philosophy of 

Gijubhai Badheka. As a result, the university has requested that the institution be 

granted the Gijubhai Badheka Chair in order to promote the achievement of the 

preceding objective in the field. 
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About the Gijubhai Badheka Chair 

 Gijubhai Badheka (1885-1939) is a well-known figure from Gujarat. He was 

a lawyer by profession, but he committed his life to children's development and 

education. Gijubhai was a distinguished reformer, educator, and author in the field 

of children's education. He was an educator who helped introduce Montessori 

education principles to India. Gijubhai possessed an experimenter's scientific rigor, 

the desire to do and demonstrate something new, the notion of being able to locate 

sparks in the changing educational structure of the period, and, most importantly, 

faith. Guided by them, he set out on his voyage into the domains of education, 

leaving a legacy of work and writing in India's knowledge system. 

 According to the National Education Policy 2020, elementary education 

plays a crucial role in implementing the Indian knowledge system through diverse 

avenues. The principles, ideas, works, writings, and philosophy of Gijubhai Badheka 

will be leveraged to incorporate the policy's recommendations. This implies that 

Badheka's insights and approaches will be utilized to enrich and align educational 

practices with the goals and vision outlined in the national policy, thereby enhancing 

the quality and effectiveness of foundational stage in school education in India. 

In the nation and the region, Shri Gijubhai Badheka's vision, mission, and 

works are recognized as revolutionary and reforming, advancing wider social and 

educational aspects. Given this historical link, Children's Research University taken 

an opportunity to honor and pay tribute to this outstanding teacher by sending a 

proposal to establish Gijubhai Badheka Chair to the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development, GoI. As a result, on April 28, 2023, the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development, Government of India, and Children's Research University, 

Gandhinagar signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the Gijubhai 

Badheka. The Chair will remain in force for a time period of five years from the date 

of MoU with a possibility for further renewal. The chair shall absorb the guidance 

from Gijubhai Badheka's writings and practices. The state and the country will 
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benefit from this by gaining input from its numerous creative exercises and 

activities. 

Objectives of the Chair 

a) To provide advanced Centers of learning, where Anganwadi Workers, 

Elementary Education Teachers, Child Care & Protection duty holders, scholars 

and students would enrich and advance studies and research to understand, 

assess, disseminate and implement the ideas and thoughts of Shri Gijubhai 

Badheka. 

b) To engage in research and in turn contribute to the advancement of knowledge 

in the area of the study particularly in the discipline of Elementary Education, 

Holistic Child Development, Language, Child Rights, Philosophy, Human 

Rights, Sociology, Social Work, Law, and other disciplines. 

c) To publish the outcome of the research studies in the form of scholarly articles 

in the peer- reviewed indexed journals from the UGC-CARE list and also as 

books published by the reputed national and international publishers having 

strong peer-reviewed policy. 

d) To develop appropriate methodologies to translate and transmit Shri Gijubhai 

Badheka's ideas of elementary education and holistic development of children 

into practical propositions and policy instruments. 

Functions of the Chair 

 The Chair will serve as the Centre of learning and research subjects 

containing Gijubhai Badheka's works and philosophy. It will further elaborate on the 

present issues in elementary Education and early child care Education. In pursuance 

of the above objectives, the Chair will have the following academic function; 

1. To conduct research on early child care and Education, organize lectures, 

seminars, symposia, workshops, and other similar academic activities 

pertaining to the Education of the children. 

2. To engage in field research work related to the contemporary problems, issues 

and challenges in early child care and Education. 
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3. To initiate quality research to be reflected by publications in the form of 

scholarly articles in the peer-reviewed journals (indexed and/or in the UGC-

CARE list) and books/ book chapters by the chair every year. 

4. To supervise doctoral students in research in accordance with thrust areas of 

the chair. 

5. To design and execute short-term awareness and capacity-building 

programmes for the teachers in early child care and Education on the 

objectives, including the thrust areas of the chair. 

6. To coordinate and provide a think tank on the thrust areas of the Chair, drawing 

expertise and inputs from academic experts of other sectors like Government 

and National and International organizations including NGOs. 

7. To provide a forum for research policy level dialogues, discussion, meetings. 

8. To publish the proceedings of the lectures/seminars/symposia organized by the 

chair in the form of an edited book. 

Staff of the Chair 

 

Chair Professor 

Dr. T. S. Joshi,  

Former Director, G.C.E.R.T., GoG 

e-mail: cpgeet@cugujarat.ac.in 

Joining Date: 22/05/2023 

 

 

Chair Research Fellow 

Dr. Bhavini L. Parmar 

M.Sc., M.Ed., NET & GSET (Edu.), Ph.D. (Edu.) 

e-mail: crf.geet@cugujarat.ac.in 

Joining Date: 01/12/2023* 

 

*Before 01/12/2023 Mrs. Ananya Bhattacharya was Chair Research Fellow at Gijubhai Badheka Chair.  

mailto:cpgeet@cugujarat.ac.in
mailto:crf.geet@cugujarat.ac.in
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Activities of the Chair 

 The Gijubhai Badheka Chair's activities are directly driven by its core 

objectives to focus on research and education related to Gijubhai Badheka's 

philosophy of elementary education and child care and development. This includes 

training professionals, conducting research in various relevant fields, publishing 

scholarly works, and developing practical applications of Gijubhai Badheka's ideas 

for policy and implementation.  

A variety of activities were handled under the chair in order to bring 

consideration to its goals. These activities in the Chair's first year establish a 

foundation for its continued work in promoting Gijubhai Badheka's legacy and 

shaping the future of holistic child development. Workshops and seminars equipped 

educators with the practical tools to apply Gijubhai Badheka's philosophy in their 

classrooms. Review meetings facilitated collaboration among experts, ensuring the 

quality and focus of ongoing projects. Field works yielded valuable data on the real-

world implementation of Gijubhai Badheka's ideas in diverse environments. 

Additionally, facilitated field visits allowed participants to observe best practices in 

action, sparking new ideas and approaches. The Chair also involved in the 

publication of articles, books, and educational materials to disseminate thoughts, 

values, and philosophy of Gijubhai Badheka. These activities yielded reports, 

photographs, and educational materials, provided in this report.  

× Workshop/Seminar 

 One of the key objectives of the chair is to disseminate the ideas, values, 

thoughts, experiments, and philosophy of Gijubhai Badheka. This dissemination is 

effectively achieved through direct engagement methods such as workshops and 

seminars. Through the workshops, the chair aims to keep the legacy of Gijubhai 

Badheka alive by continually engaging with and educating the community about his 

innovative approaches to child education and care. These events serve as platforms 
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for sharing knowledge, fostering dialogue, and inspiring new generations to embrace 

and implement Gijubhai's visionary ideas in contemporary educational settings. 

In the initial year, the chair has successfully organized two significant 

workshops:   

1. Gijubhai Sathe Vachanyatra -  

Re-reading Gijubhai Badheka:  

This workshop focused on 

revisiting and exploring the extensive 

works and contributions of Gijubhai 

Badheka. Participants engaged in in-

depth discussions and analyses of his 

writings, educational philosophies, and 

the impact of his experiments in the field 

of education. The objective was to renew 

interest and understanding of Gijubhai's 

methodologies and thoughts among 

educators, students, and researchers.  

Date: 6th to 8th October 2023 

Place: Kocharab Ashram, Paldi, Ahmedabad 

Outcome: The workshop renewed interest and deepened the understanding 

of Gijubhai Badheka's thoughts and methodologies among educators. Participants 

gained insights into the practical applications of his educational philosophy and how 

it can be adapted to contemporary educational settings. 

Users: The primary users of the knowledge gained from this workshop 

include educators, students, researchers, and anyone involved in the field of 

education who seeks to implement or study Gijubhai Badheka's methodologies. 

Impact on Users: Educators can integrate Gijubhai's child-centric and 

experiential learning approaches into their teaching practices, enhancing the 

learning experience for students. Researchers can use the insights from the 
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workshop to further explore and document the impact of Gijubhai's work. Students 

can benefit from innovative educational practices that prioritize their holistic 

development. 

Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions can utilize the 

learnings from the workshop to train their faculty on Gijubhai Badheka's educational 

philosophies and methodologies. Workshops and training programs can be 

organized to continuously disseminate and apply these insights, fostering a 

progressive and child-centric educational environment. The renewed interest in 

Gijubhai's work can also lead to collaborations and projects aimed at furthering his 

educational vision. 

Note: Refer Annexure 2 (Page No.53) for Detail Report on the Workshop  

 

2. Childrenôs Story Writing:  

This workshop was designed to enhance the skills and techniques of story 

writing and storytelling, particularly focusing on stories for children. It aimed at 

equipping educators, parents, and storytellers with the tools necessary to effectively 

convey stories that not only entertain but also educate and inspire young minds. The 

training included practical sessions on narrative techniques, voice modulation, and 

the creative use of props and visuals. 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 28th & 29th August 2023 

Place: Shri Dakshinamurti Bal Mandir 
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Outcome: Participants improved their story writing and storytelling abilities 

through practical sessions on narrative techniques, voice modulation, and the 

creative use of props and visuals. The workshop provided hands-on experience and 

strategies for story-based pedagogy as an engaging and educational activity for 

children. 

Users: The primary users of the skills and knowledge gained from this 

workshop include educators, parents, storytellers, librarians, and anyone involved in 

field. 

Impact on Users: Educators can apply enhanced creating stories and 

storytelling techniques in their classrooms to make learning more engaging and 

interactive. Parents can use these skills to foster a love of creating and storytelling 

at home, enriching their childrenôs learning experiences. Storytellers and librarians 

can create more captivating and educational story writing and storytelling sessions 

that stimulate children's imaginations and promote literacy. 

Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions, libraries, and 

community centers can organize workshops using the techniques learned. Schools 

can incorporate story writing & storytelling into their curriculum to enhance 

language and communication skills. Additionally, these organizations can host 

events and programs that promote the importance of story in child development and 

education, fostering a community-wide appreciation for the art of story writing & 

storytelling. 

Note: Refer Annexure 3 (Page No.57) for Detail Report on the Workshop  

× Bal Anand Yatra (Joyful Journey with Children) 

The Bal Anand Yatra initiative was organized to commemorate Shri Gijubhai's 

138th birthday by promoting his educational legacy on social media. The aim was to engage 

parents and teachers through a 15-day Joyful Journey, creating awareness about Shri 

Gijubhai and his progressive educational philosophy. The content for five different 

categories has been prepared by various experts in the field as 1. Childrenô Song, 2. 

Childrenôs Story, 3. Game, 4. Activity, and 5. Message from various dignitaries for fifteen 
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days and uploaded to open source including Webpage of the Chair on the University 

website ant YouTube Channel of the university, dissemination of content has been done 

through social media platforms like WhatsApp and Facebook. 

Outcome: Content such as children's stories, poems, games, task-based activities, 

and messages from educationists, all reflecting Shri Gijubhai's educational philosophy, was 

prepared and circulated daily to children via online platforms. The initiative garnered active 

engagement, as evidenced by the viewership and watch time on the university's YouTube 

channel. The content was daily uploaded and archived on the platform for future use.  

Users: The primary users of this initiative were children, parents, and teachers. 

Additionally, anyone interested in progressive educational philosophy or Shri Gijubhai's 

legacy could benefit from the content shared on social media platforms. 

YouTube Analytics 

Duration Views Subscribers 

1st to 15th November 2023 12.3 K 38047 + 64 

 

Impact on Users: The Bal Anand Yatra initiative had a positive impact by raising 

awareness about Shri Gijubhai and his educational philosophy among children, parents, 

and teachers. By engaging with the provided content, users could gain insights into child-

centric education and its practical implementation. The growing viewership and subscriber 

count on the university's YouTube channel indicate user satisfaction and sustained interest 

in the initiative. 

Utilization by Organizations: The university's YouTube channel served as a 

platform for disseminating the content, reaching a wide audience of children, parents, and 

educators. The consistent uploading and archiving of content on the platform ensured its 

accessibility for future use. Educational institutions, NGOs, and other organizations can 

learn from this initiative and utilize similar approaches to promote progressive educational 

philosophies and engage with their target audience effectively. 

Note: Refer Annexure 4 (Page No.62) for fifteen brochures of all the event and table of 

links & QR Codes directed to the content for the Bal Anand Yatra.   
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× Field Visits 

Exploring Live Teaching-learning Practices of Gijubhai Badheka's 

Educational Philosophy in Contemporary Institutions 

The exploration of live teaching-learning practices in institutes adhering 

to Shri Gijubhai Badheka's educational philosophy aims to observe firsthand how 

his principles are integrated into contemporary educational practices. Specifically, 

visits were made to exemplary institutions such as Shri Dakshinamurty Balmandir 

and Bal Adhyapan Mandir (Pre-school Teacher Training Institute) in Bhavnagar, 

Gujarat, [established by Gijubhai Badheka himself in 1920, where Gijubhai has 

done his experiments in education through various activities] and Shardamandir 

Balmandir in Paladi, Ahmedabad, Gujarat. Faculties involved in foundational stage 

teaching at the university has also participated in the visits. 

Detail of Field Visits 

Sr. No. Name of the Institution Place Date of Visit 

1.  Shri Dakshinamurti Bal-

Mandir, & Bal Adhyapan 

Mandir 

Vidyanagar, 

Bhavnagar 

2nd & 3rd January 

2024 

2.  Shardamandir Balmandir Paldi, Ahmedabad 27th January 2024 

3.  Sheth C. N. Vidya Vihar Ahmedabad 16th March 2024 

 

Note: Refer Annexure 5, 6, & 7 (Page No.81, 86, & 92) for Detail Report on the Visits 

Outcome: The visits provided opportunities to observe and comprehend 

live teaching-learning practices aligned with Gijubhai Badheka's educational 

philosophy. These observations aimed to deepen understanding of principles like 

experiential learning, play-based education, and child-centric approaches in real-

world settings. Additionally, the visits facilitated the exchange of ideas and best 
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practices among educators, fostering collaboration and inspiration for improving 

educational practices. 

Users: Educators, researchers, policymakers, and anyone interested in 

innovative educational practices can benefit from insights gained through observing 

live teaching-learning practices aligned with Gijubhai Badheka's philosophy. 

Additionally, students and parents may gain a better understanding of effective 

teaching methodologies and holistic development approaches. 

Impact on Users: By witnessing firsthand the implementation of 

Gijubhai Badheka's educational philosophy in practice, educators can gain practical 

insights into effective teaching methodologies and classroom activities. Researchers 

can gather data on the impact of these practices on student learning outcomes and 

holistic development. Policymakers can use these observations to inform education 

policy decisions aimed at promoting child-centric approaches and experiential 

learning. 

Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions, teacher training 

institutes, and educational policymakers can utilize insights from these visits to 

improve their practices and policies in alignment with Gijubhai Badheka's 

educational philosophy. Collaboration between institutions can facilitate the sharing 

of best practices and the development of innovative educational approaches. 

Additionally, dissemination of findings through conferences, workshops, and 

publications can further promote the adoption of Gijubhai Badheka's principles in 

education. 

× Field Work 

The importance of field work in the context of the Gijubhai Badheka 

Chair can be understood in terms of the practical and experiential aspects of 

education that Gijubhai himself practiced. It helps in conservation and preservation 

of the targeted material/content/legacy in various means plus allows application of 

progressive educational theories in real-world settings, facilitating community 

engagement by understanding and addressing local educational needs. Field work 
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enables the experimentation and refinement of innovative teaching practices, 

supports empirical research through data collection, and fosters the professional 

development of educators by enhancing their skills and understanding of Gijubhaiôs 

educational philosophies. 

1. Video Shoot of Demonstration of Equipment Applied by Shri Gijubhai 

Badheka 

To preserve and showcase the legacy of the educational methodologies 

used by Shri Gijubhai Badheka, a video shoot was conducted to document the 

equipment and techniques he applied in his teaching practices. These videos provide 

step-by-step demonstrations by experts from Dakshinamurti Bal-mandir and Bal-

adyapan Mandir, where Gijubhai initially started his educational experiments. The 

video shoot initiative not only preserves the legacy of Shri Gijubhai Badhekaôs 

educational methodologies but also serves as a valuable resource for contemporary 

educators. By making these videos available online, the university facilitates the 

dissemination of these pioneering techniques, ensuring that Gijubhai Badhekaôs 

innovative spirit continues to inspire and guide future generations in the field of 

education. 

Ð Key Steps in the Video Shoot 

¶ Planning and Coordination: Collaborated with experts from Dakshinamurti 

Bal Mandir and Bal Adyapan Mandir to outline the key equipment and 

methodologies to be demonstrated and BISAG-N for filming. 

¶ Script Development: Prepared detailed scripts for each video, ensuring clear 

and concise step-by-step instructions. 

¶ Filming: Conducted the video shoots at Dakshinamurti Bal Mandir and Bal 

Adyapan Mandir with the help of the team of BISAG-N, capturing the experts 

demonstrating the use of each piece of equipment including its importance, 

use and pre-preparation by teacher. 

¶ Editing and Production: Edited the footage to create polished, informative 

videos with clear visual and audio quality. 
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¶ Quality control: proofing of videos for technical correctness by experts. 

¶ Upload and Distribution: Uploaded the videos to the universityôs YouTube 

channel and share to other resources, categorizing them for easy access and 

reference. 

Detail of the Field Work 

Sr. No. Particular Place Date 

1 Video Shoot Session I Shri Dakshinamurti Bal- 

Mandir, Bhavnagar 

05/03/2024 to 

07/03/2024 

2 Video Shoot Session II BISAG-N, Gandhinagar 21/03/2024 & 

22/03/2024 

3 Editing Session BISAG-N, Gandhinagar 02/04/2024 to 

06/04/2024 & 

29/04/2024 to 

02/05/2024 

4 Quality Control & 

Assurance Session 

BISAG-N, Gandhinagar 27/05/2024 & 

28/05/2024 

Outcome: The field work resulted in a series of instructional videos that 

demonstrate the use of various educational tools and equipment pioneered by 

Gijubhai Badheka. These videos capture the essence of his innovative 

methodologies and make them accessible to a wider audience. 

Users: The primary users of these videos include teachers, educators, 

trainee educators, researchers, and anyone involved in foundational stage education. 

Additionally, parents and educational enthusiasts can also benefit from these 

resources. 

Impact on Users: Teachers and educators can gain practical insights into 

Gijubhai Badhekaôs methods, enhancing their teaching practices by incorporating 

these time-tested techniques. Trainee educators can learn and apply these 

methodologies in their future classrooms, promoting effective and child-centric 
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education. Researchers can study these practices for academic purposes, and parents 

can use them to support their childrenôs learning at home. 

Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions and teacher 

training institutes can integrate these videos into their professional development 

programs, using them as training materials for their staff. The videos can also be 

used in workshops and seminars to demonstrate effective educational practices. By 

uploading these videos to the universityôs YouTube channel, the resources become 

globally accessible, allowing a wider audience to benefit from Gijubhai Badhekaôs 

educational legacy. 

Note: Refer Annexure 8 (Page No.95) for Detail Report on the Task 

× Children's Poetry Creation 

Under the Chair an initiative has been taken to curate childrenôs poems. In 

this regard, thirty-two contemporary children's poets in Gujarati literature were 

invited to craft children's poems and assembled a collection. Experts have 

contributed towards providing a total of 115 poems, out of which 60 have been 

finalized for publication. This has led to the curation of interesting children's poems. 

Currently the publication process is in progress. 

List of Poets 

Shri Babubhai Nayak 

Shri Bhartibahen Bhanderi 

Shri Bhartibahen Gohel 

Shri Bhartibahen Borad 

Shri Birenbhai Patel  

Shri Devjibhai Thanki 

Shri Dharmikbhai Parmar 

Shri Girabahen P. Bhatt 

Shri Hasmukhbhai Borania 

Shri Jigarbhai Joshi 

Shri Jitendrabhai Prajapati 

Shri Jyotibahen Amarelia 

Shri Kalindribahen Parikh 

Shri Kiritbhai Goswami 

Shri Kishorbhai Pandya 

Shri Krishnabahen Dave 

Shri Latabahen Hirani 

Shri Manharbhai Ojha 

Shri Manilal Shrimali 

Shri Manoharbhai Trivedi 

Shri Natwarbhai Patel 

Shri Kirtidabahen Brahmbhatt 

Shri Parulbahen Barot 

Shri Pragyabahen Patel 

Shri Pragyabahen Vashi 

Shri Rakshabahen Dave 

Shri Rameshbhai Trivedi 

Shri Rekhabahen Bhatt 

Shri Rameshbhai Patel 

Shri Ramubhai Patel  

Shri Yashwantbhai Mehta  

Dr. Ushabahen Upadhyay 
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Outcome: An important outcome of the task is poems created by enthusiastic 

poets suit contemporary educational era. Publication of the collected poems become 

addition to the childrenôs literature to make teaching-learning process interesting. 

Users: The primary users of these children's poems would be children 

themselves, along with teachers, parents, and anyone involved in child care and 

education. Additionally, those interested in Gujarati literature, particularly in the 

realm of children's literature, could also benefit from these poems. 

Impact on Users: For children, exposure to high-quality poetry can enhance 

their language skills, creativity, and emotional intelligence. Teachers can utilize 

these poems in classrooms to make learning more engaging and enjoyable. Parents 

can use them to bond with their children and foster a love for literature from a young 

age.  

Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions, cultural 

organizations, and NGOs working in the field of child education and development 

can utilize these curated poems as educational resources. They can incorporate them 

into their curriculum, organize poetry reading sessions or competitions, or distribute 

them among children as part of literacy programs. Additionally, publishing these 

poems can also serve as a means of promoting Gujarati literature and culture, 

contributing to the objectives of the Gijubhai Badheka Chair. 

× Children's Story Creation  

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, Chapter 4.6 emphasis on 

storytelling-based pedagogy; which was mentioned in the book óVartanu Shashtrô 

by Gijubhai himself in 1925, the Gijubhai Badheka Chair initiated a project to create 

children's stories recognizing the significance of stories in education. A workshop 

was organized to empower writers and teachers to craft stories that reflect their 

geographical, cultural, and historical context in teaching learning process of 

particular subject. It is a part of an initiative to create content for children in line 

with Gijubhai Badheka's philosophy for the foundation stage of education. 
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List of Childrenôs Story Writers 

Shri Natwarlal G. Patel 

Shri Shradhabahen A. Trivedi 

Shri Rameshchandra S. Trivedi 

Shri Vasudevbhai B. Sodha 

Shri Maheshkumar C. Parmar 

Shri Kishorbhai Pandya 

Shri Kiritbhai J. Goswami 

Shri Girabahen P. Bhatt 

Shri Manharbhai P. Oza 

Shri Yeshwantrai D. Mehta 

Shri Hasmukhbhai N. Tank 

Shri Birenbhai V. Patel 

Shri Jyotibahen S. Amreliya 

Shri Latabahen Hirani 

Dr. Ravindra Andhariya 

 

Outcome: The workshops resulted in the creation of 48 children's stories by 

18 creators. From these, 30 stories were selected for publication entitled 

ñShishukathaoò as an interesting childrenôs literature in the field. 

Users: The primary users of these children's stories would be children 

themselves, along with teachers, parents, and educators. Additionally, educational 

institutions and organizations involved in curriculum development and teacher 

training could benefit from these stories. 

Impact on Users: Children can benefit from these stories by engaging with 

narratives that resonate with their lived experiences and cultural backgrounds, 

enhancing their understanding and appreciation of various subjects. Teachers can 

utilize these stories to make learning more interesting, interactive and relevant, 

fostering a deeper connection between students and the curriculum. Parents can also 

use these stories to supplement their children's education and promote literacy at 

home. Overall, the impact on users would be positive, enriching their educational 

experiences and promoting a deeper understanding of their cultural heritage. 

Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions, teacher training 

institutes, and curriculum development bodies can incorporate these stories into 

their teaching materials and training programs. They can also organize storytelling 

sessions or create storybooks for distribution among children in schools and 

communities. Additionally, publishing these stories can contribute to the 
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preservation and promotion of regional culture and heritage, aligning with the 

objectives of the Gijubhai Badheka Chair. 

× Review Meetings  

To ensure the quality and authenticity of the educational materials created 

under the Gijubhai Badheka Chair, review meetings were organized. This effort 

underscores the commitment to maintaining high standards in educational content 

and making Gijubhai Badheka's pioneering work accessible to future generations. 

First meeting was organized with an aim to do Gijubhai Badhekaôs Literature 

republication. The focus of the meeting was to explore Gijubhai's literary work in 

the field and republish it for the contemporary generation by identifying necessary 

changes integrating Gijubhai's perspective with NEP 2020 recommendations. 

Similarly, other meetings were organized focused on authenticating, 

finalizing, and giving finishing touches to the materials, especially the publication 

of the book 'Gijubhai Sathe Shikshan Yatra'. This book is a collection of educational 

paragraphs for students, teachers, and parents, drawn from 17 different books by 

Gijubhai Badheka. The review process followed the workshop 'Re-reading Gijubhai 

Badheka,' which involved in-depth discussions and analyses of his writings. 

Detail of Review Meetings 

Sr. No. Particular Place Date 

1 Gijubhai Badhekaôs 

Literature 

Republication 

Childrenôs research 

University, Gandhinagar 

06/11/2024 to 

08/11/2024 

2 Book Publication: 

Gijubhai Sathe 

Shikshan Yatra 

Shri Dakshinamurti Bal 

Adhyapan Mandir, 

Bhavnagar 

19/01/2024 to 

21/01/2024 

3 Book Publication: 

Gijubhai Sathe 

Shikshan Yatra 

Childrenôs research 

University, Gandhinagar 

20/02/2024 
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Outcome: The review meetings authenticated and finalized the 

educational materials, ensuring they met standards of quality and relevance. The 

book 'Gijubhai Sathe Shikshan Yatra' was reviewed and refined, making it ready for 

publication. This process involved reviewing selected paragraphs from Gijubhai's 

work and compilation including writeup showing essence of the original literature, 

too. 

Users: The primary users of the finalized materials include students, 

teachers, parents, educators, and researchers interested in Gijubhai Badheka's 

educational philosophy and methodologies. 

Impact on Users: The authenticated and polished materials provide 

valuable insights and practical guidance for implementing Gijubhai Badheka's 

educational principles. Students can benefit from the curated educational content, 

teachers can incorporate these methodologies into their teaching practices, and 

parents can gain a deeper understanding of effective child-centric education. 

Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions can use 'Gijubhai 

Sathe Shikshan Yatra' as a resource for curriculum development, teacher training 

programs, and parent education workshops. The books can be integrated into 

libraries and educational resource centers, making Gijubhai's wisdom accessible to 

a broad audience. 

Note: Refer Annexure 9 & 10 (Page No.100 & 102) for Detail Report on the Meetings   

× Book Publication  

  The Gijubhai Badheka Chair is committed to producing high-quality 

educational literature that reflects the pioneering educational philosophies of  

Gijubhai Badheka. The team has planned to publish series of books for students, 

parents, teachers, educators, etc. The initial publicationsð "Gijubhai Sathe 

Shikshanyatra," "Shishukathao," and "Shishukavyo"ðare significant steps towards 

this goal, offering valuable resources for its readers. Entire process of publication is 
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being carried out by the chair and publication expenses covered by the Publication 

Branch of Childrenôs Research University. 

1. Gijubhai Sathe Shikshanyatra 

A three-day workshop entitled "Gijubhai Saathe Vanchan Yatra (Re-reading 

Gijubhai)" was conducted at Kocharab Ashram, Ahmedabad to assess contemporary 

relevance and practicality of Shri Gijubhai's educational principles and philosophy 

that consolidate valuable content for teachers, parents, and children. Workshop 

participants from various educational fields read Gijubhai Badheka's books and 

identified significant paragraphs related to education that reflect Gijubhai's 

educational philosophy. Compilation of those paragraphs has been done in order to 

publish them in book format. Subsequently, review meetings were held at Shri 

Dakshinamurti Institute, Bhavnagar and Childrenôs Research University to finalize 

the book content. Under the task of book publication, initially 'Gijubhai Sathe 

Shikshanyatra' is in the process as an outcome of the mentioned activities.  

Ð Key Steps in the Review Process  

1. Initial Compilation: Gathered educational paragraphs from 17 books of 

Gijubhai Badheka selected during the workshop, organized, typed and 

compile in one single file. 

2. Expert Review: Organized review meetings with educational experts to 

authenticate and validate the selected content. 

3. Finalization: Refined and finalized the material, ensuring clarity, coherence, 

and relevance. 

4. Finishing Touches: Added final touches to the layout, design, and 

presentation of the book to enhance its appeal and usability. 

5. Preparation for Publication: Prepared the finalized content for publication, 

including proofreading, formatting, and obtaining necessary approvals. 

Outcome: This book will serve as a valuable resource for teachers, 

parents, and children, providing insights into Gijubhai Badheka's educational 

philosophy and principles. 
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Users: The primary users of "Gijubhai Sathe Shikshanyatra" include 

teachers, parents, educators, and students. It serves as a comprehensive resource for 

those interested in the educational philosophies of Shri Gijubhai Badheka. 

Impact on Users: This book provides invaluable insights into Gijubhaiôs 

educational principles, allowing teachers to integrate his methods into their 

classrooms, parents to better support their children's learning, and students to benefit 

from a more holistic and child-centric approach to education. By highlighting key 

paragraphs from Gijubhaiôs works, the book fosters a deeper understanding and 

appreciation of effective educational practices. 

Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions and teacher 

training programs can use this book as a core resource in their curricula. It can also 

be employed in workshops and seminars to train educators and parents, ensuring 

Gijubhai's methods are widely adopted and practiced. Libraries and educational 

resource centers can make the book available for reference and study, promoting its 

use in academic research and practical applications. 

Note: Refer Annexure 11 (Page No.106) for cover pages of the book 

2. Shishukathao 

A workshop was organized to empower writers and teachers to craft stories 

to make the teaching-learning process of particular subjects more interesting. The 

workshops resulted in the creation of 48 children's stories. From these, 30 stories 

were selected for publication entitled ñShishukathaoò as engaging childrenôs 

literature in the educational field.  

Ð Key Steps in the Creation and Publication Process: 

1. Story Creation by workshop Facilitation: Conducted sessions to train and 

guide writers and teachers in crafting educational stories for children. 

Participants developed stories aimed at making the learning process 

enjoyable and effective for children. 
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2. Selection Process: 30 stories were chosen based on criteria such as creativity 

and their educational value and appeal to children. 

3. Content Editing: The selected stories underwent a thorough editing process 

to ensure language clarity, age-appropriate content, and educational 

effectiveness. 

4. Illustration Addition: Illustrations were added to enhance the visual appeal 

and aid in comprehension for young readers. 

5. Publication Preparation: Finalized the book layout, design, and presentation 

to make it visually attractive and user-friendly. Conducted proofreading to 

eliminate any errors and ensure the highest quality of content.  

Outcome: "Shishukathao" will provide engaging children's literature that 

can be used to enrich the educational experience and make learning more enjoyable 

for children. 

Users: "Shishukathao" targets educators, parents, storytellers, and 

children. It is designed to provide engaging and educational stories that can be used 

both in the classroom and at home. 

Impact on Users: For educators and parents, the book offers a valuable 

tool to make learning more enjoyable and effective. The stories are crafted to spark 

children's imagination, foster creativity, and enhance language skills. They also 

serve as a medium to convey important moral and ethical lessons in an accessible 

and entertaining format. 

Utilization by Organizations: Schools and educational programs can 

incorporate these stories into their teaching materials to enrich the learning 

experience. Storytelling sessions can be organized using these stories to promote 

literacy and language development. Additionally, libraries and community centers 

can use the book for reading programs and workshops, encouraging a culture of 

storytelling and reading among children. 

Note: Refer Annexure 12 (Page No.109) for cover pages of the book 
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3. Shishukavyo 

Thirty-two contemporary children's poets in Gujarati literature were invited 

to craft children's poems as an initiative to create enriching childrenôs literature. This 

collaborative effort resulted in the contribution of 115 poems, out of which 60 have 

been finalized for publication. This collection, entitled ñShishukavyo,ò will be 

significant for childrenôs learning especially for language education. 

Ð Key Steps in the Creation and Publication Process: 

1. Poem Development: Invited about thirty contemporary poets specializing in 

children's literature to participate in the initiative. Poets crafted a total of 115 

poems, focusing on themes and styles suitable for children. 

2. Poem Selection: Selected 60 poems based on criteria such as linguistic 

richness, educational relevance, and engagement potential for children. 

3. Content Editing: The selected poems underwent an editing process to ensure 

linguistic clarity, age-appropriate content, and educational efficacy. 

4. Illustration Addition: Illustrations were incorporated to complement the 

poems, making them more visually engaging and aiding in comprehension. 

5. Publication Preparation: Finalized the design and layout of the book to ensure 

it is visually appealing and accessible to all users. Conducted proofreading to 

eliminate any errors and ensure the highest quality of content. 

Outcome: "Shishukavyo" will be an important resource for children's 

language education, providing a collection of poems that stimulate curiosity and 

imagination. 

Users: The primary users of "Shishukavyo" include children, educators, 

parents, and poets. This collection of poems is intended to enrich children's literature 

and support language education. 

Impact on Users: "Shishukavyo" aims to cultivate a love for poetry 

among children, enhancing their language and literacy skills. The poems stimulate 

imagination, creativity, and emotional expression. For educators and parents, the 
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book provides a resource to introduce children to the beauty and rhythm of language 

in a fun and engaging way. 

Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions can integrate the 

poems into their language arts curriculum, using them to teach rhyme, rhythm, and 

expressive reading. Poetry reading sessions and competitions can be organized to 

encourage children to explore and enjoy poetry. Libraries and literary clubs can 

include the book in their collections, promoting it through poetry workshops and 

events that celebrate children's literature. 

Note: Refer Annexure 13 (Page No.110) for cover pages of the book 

× Bal-Visheshank  

A Special Issue in Balvishva Magazine - 

Monthly magazine of Childrenôs Research University 

As part of the initiatives to promote and disseminate the educational 

philosophies of Shri Gijubhai Badheka, the Children's Research University 

published a special issue of its monthly magazine Balvishva, titled "Baldeep 

Visheshank" (Year 11, Issue 9, November-December 2023). The Gijubhai Badheka 

Chair played a pivotal role providing valuable reference materials for this issue. 

This special issue includes 20 articles covering various aspects of Gijubhai 

Badhekaôs life, literature, experiments, and philosophy related to child care and 

education. These articles were contributed by various experts in the field, ensuring 

a comprehensive exploration of Gijubhai's contributions.  

Users: The primary users of "Baldeep Visheshank" 

include educators, researchers, students, parents, and anyone 

interested in the legacy and educational philosophies of 

Gijubhai Badheka. This special issue aims to reach a wide 

audience, both within and beyond the academic community. 
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Impact on Users: For educators and researchers, this issue serves as a rich 

source of information and insights into Gijubhai Badhekaôs methodologies and 

philosophies, aiding in their academic and practical pursuits. Parents can gain a 

deeper understanding of effective child care and educational practices, inspired by 

Gijubhai's principles. Students and readers can explore the historical and 

philosophical aspects of education through the lens of Gijubhaiôs work, fostering a 

broader appreciation for innovative educational practices. 

Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions and teacher training 

centers can use the articles from "Baldeep Visheshank" as supplementary reading 

material in their courses and workshops. Libraries and educational resource centers 

can include this special issue in their collections, making it accessible for reference 

and research. Additionally, organizations involved in child care and education can 

use the insights and methodologies discussed in the articles to enhance their 

programs and practices. 

Note: Refer Annexure 14 (Page No.111) for cover pages of the Magazine 

× Digitalization of Gijubhaiô Literature Work 

The digitization project aims to preserve and make accessible the literary 

collection of Shri Gijubhai Badheka, which includes his published works, as well as 

literature related to him, such as the 'Shikshan Patrika Monthly' magazine run by 

Gijubhai himself and the 'Dakshinamurti Patrika' run by Nanabhai Bhatt. The 

collection, housed at Dakshinamurthi and Gandhi Smriti Library in Bhavnagar, 

spans nearly a century and is currently in a state of severe disrepair. 

Outcome: The solution to this challenge is the digitization of these historical 

documents, ensuring their preservation and accessibility for future generations. An 

MoU has been signed with the Office of Archives, Government of Gujarat, for the 

execution of this action plan. 
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Users: The primary users of the digitized collection would include 

researchers, scholars, historians, educators, students, and anyone interested in the 

literary and educational legacy of Shri Gijubhai Badheka. Additionally, educational 

institutions, libraries, and cultural organizations could benefit from access to these 

digitized materials. 

Impact on Users: Digitizing the literary collection would not only preserve 

invaluable historical documents but also facilitate broader access to Gijubhai 

Badheka's works and the literature surrounding him. Researchers and scholars 

would have enhanced opportunities for studying and analyzing his contributions to 

education and literature. Educators can incorporate digitized materials into their 

teaching, enriching students' understanding of educational philosophy and practices. 

Overall, the impact would be the preservation and dissemination of cultural and 

educational heritage. 

Utilization by Organizations: Once digitized, the collection can be made 

available through online platforms, archives, and libraries, ensuring widespread 

access. Educational institutions and organizations focused on research and cultural 

preservation can utilize these digitized materials for academic purposes, exhibitions, 

and educational programs. Additionally, partnerships with digital archives and 

libraries can facilitate the long-term maintenance and accessibility of the digitized 

collection. 

Note: Refer Annexure 15 (Page No.112) for the copy of the MoU 

× Literature Quest 

Uncovering Unpublished Literary Treasures 

 The initiative aims to uncover previously unpublished literary works 

associated with Shri Gijubhai Badheka, thereby enriching our understanding of his 

contributions to literature and education. A comprehensive search is underway to 

locate such materials in institutes closely linked to Gijubhai, such as Shri 
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Dakshinamurti Institute and Gandhi Smruti in Bhavnagar, as well as Sharda Mandir 

and Sheth C. N. Vidyalaya in Ahmedabad; Shreyash Foundation: where Madam 

Montessori visited the place by herself and prepared curriculum for 3-5 Age group 

students with Shri Leenabahen Sarabhai (Educationists). Collaboration with 

scholars, historians, and experts familiar with Gijubhai's life and work is essential 

to identify hidden literary treasures. 

Outcome: The desired outcome of this initiative is the discovery and retrieval 

of unpublished literary materials associated with Shri Gijubhai Badheka. These 

materials may include manuscripts, letters, essays, or other written works that shed 

light on Gijubhai's ideas, experiences, and contributions to literature and education. 

Users: The primary users of the uncovered literary treasures would be 

scholars, researchers, historians, educators, and anyone interested in the life and 

work of Shri Gijubhai Badheka. Educational institutions, libraries, and cultural 

organizations could also benefit from access to these materials for academic and 

archival purposes. 

Impact on Users: Uncovering unpublished literary treasures associated with 

Gijubhai Badheka can have a significant impact on our understanding of his legacy. 

Scholars and researchers can analyze these materials to gain deeper insights into 

Gijubhai's thoughts, philosophies, and contributions to literature and education. 

Educators can incorporate findings from these materials into their teaching to enrich 

students' understanding of educational theory and practice. Overall, the impact 

would be the preservation and dissemination of Gijubhai's intellectual heritage for 

future generations. 

Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions, libraries, and 

cultural organizations involved in the preservation and promotion of Gijubhai's 

legacy can utilize the uncovered literary treasures for exhibitions, academic 

research, publications, and educational programs. Collaborations with scholars and 

experts can facilitate the interpretation and contextualization of these materials, 

ensuring their significance is understood and appreciated by a wide audience. 
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× Research Repository 

The establishment of a research repository focused on Gijubhai Badheka 

aims to centralize and preserve valuable research works related to his life, work, and 

contributions to education. A search was conducted on 'Shodhganga'* to identify 

existing research conducted at the Ph.D. level by scholars from various institutes 

and universities across India. 

*Shodhganga is a digital repository established by the Information and 

Library Network (INFLIBNET) Centre, which provides a platform for research 

scholars to deposit their Ph.D. theses and make them accessible to the academic 

community worldwide. This repository aims to preserve Indian academic research 

and promote open access to scholarly works, thereby enhancing the visibility and 

impact of research conducted in Indian universities. By facilitating the sharing of 

knowledge, Shodhganga supports academic collaboration, prevents duplication of 

research, and contributes to the advancement of various fields of study. 

Outcome: A comprehensive list comprising 25 research works has been 

compiled, showcasing the depth and breadth of scholarly inquiry into Gijubhai 

Badheka's legacy. Furthermore, to ensure accessibility and long-term preservation, 

a local repository has been established to securely house the downloaded theses in 

hard format, safeguarding them for future reference and study. 

Users: Scholars, researchers, educators, students, and anyone interested in 

Gijubhai Badheka's life and work can benefit from accessing the research repository. 

Educational institutions, libraries, and cultural organizations interested in promoting 

research and scholarship related to education and literature can also utilize these 

resources. 

Impact on Users: The research repository provides a centralized platform 

for accessing and preserving valuable research on Shri Gijubhai Badheka, 

facilitating further study, analysis, and review of his contributions to education. 

Scholars and researchers can build upon existing research, identify gaps in 
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knowledge, and generate new insights into Gijubhai's educational philosophy and 

practices. 

Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions, libraries, and 

cultural organizations can utilize the research repository as a resource for academic 

research, curriculum development, teacher training, and public outreach programs. 

Collaborations with universities, research institutes, and academic networks can 

further enhance the visibility and impact of the repository, fostering interdisciplinary 

dialogue and collaboration in the field of education and literature. 

Note: Refer Annexure 16 (Page No.113) for Detail List of Research Work 

× Collection of Books & Childrenôs Literature 

Gijubhai Badheka is been given a name of ñBal-Sahitya na Bramha (Brahma 

of children's literature)ò by Kakasaheb Kalelkar as he laid the foundation of the 

understanding of children's literature and the systematic method of child education 

in Gujarat, has abundantly published informative yet enjoyable literature in various 

genres such as poetry-stories-drama that nurtures children's interest, stimulates their 

curiosity, awakens their imagination, and becomes a part of their personality-

building. It has opened a new direction in children's literature by presenting the 

material found in the surrounding life in a simple and attractive form without 

consuming encyclopedias. The Bal-mandir activities created by Montessori method 

have also been an inspiration in all of his children's literature writings. 

 There are about twenty-five books in 'Balsahityaguchcha' like 'Lal and 

Heera', 'Dadaji's Sword', 'Chatur Karolio'. 'Baalsahityavatika' - Mandal: 1 has 

twenty-eight books and Mandal: 2 has fourteen books. Apart from this, there are 

twenty-four other important children's books like 'Ipasna Paatro' (1934), 'Ipas 

Katha' (1935), 'Africani Safar (A Trip to Africa)' (1944). Among the useful children's 

literature, there is a set of 8 books in each óBal-Sahitya Granthmala (Bibliography 

of children's literature)ô; including observational books, drama books, Song books, 

travel books, biographical volumes, educational books, Animal-bird books, comedy 
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books etc. 'Mahatmaona Charito (Characters of the Greats)' (1923), 'Kishorkathao' 

- Part 1, 2 (1927, 1929), 'Rakhdu Toli' - Part 1, 2 (1929, 1933) etc. are known books 

of his juvenile literature.  

 He has written many books related to child care and education like 'Vartanu 

Shastra' (1925), 'Montessori Method' (1927), and books on parenting like 'Aa Te Shi 

Mathafod?', 'Mabapone', 'Mabapona Prashno', etc. About twenty-three books like 

'Shikshanna Vahemo' (1926), 'Tofani Balak' (1929), 'Dawakhane Jay, Chadio' 

(1929) are in his name. Under the Akshar Gyan Yojana, useful books like 'Agal 

Vancho-Chopadi 1-2-3, 'Kem Shikhavavu' (1935), 'Chalo Vanchiye' (1935) and also 

seven comprehensive books like 'Petladni Veeranganao' (1931), 'Sanjani Moj'. 

'Prasangik Manan' (1932), 'Shant Palamaam' (1934) etc. are his contemplative 

literature. 

 Gijubhai Badheka Chair has tried collect as many books from various 

resources to make available for students, parents, teachers and other educationists. 

Detail list is given in Annexure section (Page No.120). 

 Outcome: The concerted effort to collect Gijubhai Badheka's works has 

resulted in a comprehensive repository of his literature, encompassing a wide range 

of genres and topics. This collection serves as a vital resource for understanding his 

contributions to children's literature and education. 

Users: The primary users of this collection include students, parents, 

teachers, educationists, researchers, and anyone interested in children's literature and 

progressive educational philosophies. 

 Impact on Users: Access to Gijubhai Badheka's extensive body of work 

allows users to explore and implement his educational principles and 

methodologies. Students can enjoy and learn from his engaging and informative 

stories, while parents and teachers can gain insights into effective child-centric 

education and parenting techniques. Researchers and educationists can delve deeper 

into his philosophy and contribute to further scholarship in this field. 
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Utilization by Organizations: Educational institutions, libraries, and cultural 

organizations can incorporate Gijubhai's works into their curriculum, reading 

programs, and training modules. By making these books widely available, these 

organizations can promote a holistic and child-centered approach to education, in 

line with Gijubhai Badheka's vision. The detailed list provided in the annexure 

serves as a resource for organizing and accessing this valuable collection. 

Note: Refer Annexure 17 (Page No.120) for Detail List of Books & Childrenôs Literature  

× Expert Lectures   

Dissemination of Gijubhai Badhekaôs Thoughts, Values, & Philosophy 

The Gijubhai Badheka Chair conducted a series of expert lectures on 

Gijubhaiôs educational philosophy, values, & thoughts. These lectures were aimed 

at in-service and pre-service teachers from various educational institutes and 

organizations. By engaging educators in meaningful discussions and insights into 

Gijubhaiôs educational philosophy, these expert lectures have laid the groundwork 

for fostering a community of practice committed to innovative and child-centered 

education. The chair remains dedicated to advancing Gijubhai Badhekaôs vision 

through ongoing educational initiatives and collaborations with educational 

institutions across Gujarat. It is also a part of preliminary research for developing a 

Certificate Course on Educational Values and Philosophy of Gijubhai Badheka. 

Lectures covered diverse aspects of Gijubhai Badhekaôs educational philosophy at 

the following institutes: 

¶ Shreyash Foundation, Ahmedabad 

¶ Shri Sardar Patel and Swami Vivekanand School, Ahmedabad 

¶ IITE (Indian Institute of Teacher Education), Gandhinagar 

¶ DIET (District Institute of Education and Training), Gandhinagar 

¶ Gyanjyot High School, Parvatgam, Surat 

¶ Shri Swaraj Ashram, Vedchhi 

¶ Shri Dakshinamurti Institute, Bhavnagar 
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Purpose and Impact: The expert lectures aimed to deepen understanding 

among educators about Gijubhaiôs innovative approaches to education, including 

experiential learning, child-centric methodologies, and the integration of cultural 

and ethical values into teaching practices. Participants gained insights into practical 

applications of Gijubhaiôs philosophy in classroom settings, enhancing their 

pedagogical skills and fostering a holistic approach to education. 

Future Developments: The lectures served as foundational research for the 

development of a Certificate Course on Educational Values and Philosophy of 

Gijubhai Badheka. This course will further disseminate Gijubhaiôs educational 

principles to a broader audience of educators, ensuring his legacy continues to 

inspire and inform contemporary educational practices. 
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× Logo of Gijubhai Badheka Chair 

Creating a logo for the Gijubhai Badheka 

Chair involves a thoughtful process to capture 

the essence and identity of the chair; a logo that 

not only visually represents its identity but also 

resonates with its audience and reinforces its 

commitment to Gijubhai's educational legacy. 

The chair has finalized a logo presented here 

that embodies the intended concept, designed 

by Dr Bhavini Parmar, Chair Research Fellow 

at the Gijubhai Badheka Chair.  

[ƻƎƻ ƻŦ DƛƧǳōƘŀƛ .ŀŘƘŜƪŀ /ƘŀƛǊ 
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Here are some steps involved in designing and selecting the final logo. 

1. Concept Development: Begin by brainstorming concepts that reflect 

Gijubhai Badheka's educational philosophies, such as child-centric 

education, experiential learning, creativity, and holistic development. 

Consider elements like books, children's imagery, educational tools, etc. 

2. Design Exploration: Create multiple design options based on the chosen 

concepts. These designs can vary in style, colour schemes, and graphical 

elements. Ensure each design is unique yet aligns with the core values of the 

chair. 

3. Feedback and Iteration: Present the initial designs to stakeholders, 

including members of the Children's Research University and experts 

familiar with Gijubhai's work. Gather feedback on each design regarding its 

relevance, impact, and visual appeal. 

4. Refinement: Based on feedback, refine the selected designs. This may 

involve adjustments to colours, typography, or graphical elements to better 

convey the desired message of the Gijubhai Badheka Chair. 

5. Selection of Final Logo: After iterations and refinements, narrow down to a 

few final designs that best embody the identity of the chair. Consider factors 

such as versatility (usable across different mediums), scalability (effective in 

various sizes), and timeless appeal. 

6. Presentation and Approval: Present the final logo options to key decision-

makers for the chair. Seek final approval based on alignment with the chair's 

mission, values, and overall visual representation. 

7. Implementation: Once the final logo is approved, ensure it is applied 

consistently across all communications, including publications, digital 

platforms, and promotional materials. Establish guidelines for its usage to 

maintain brand integrity. 
 

Note: Refer to the Annexure 18 (Page No.143) for additional logo designs created during 

the process. 
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Webpage of Gijubhai Badheka Chair 

Creating a webpage for the Gijubhai Badheka 

Chair on the Children's Research University website 

involves organizing and presenting detailed information 

effectively. The webpage for the Gijubhai Badheka Chair 

will serve as an informative and engaging platform, 

effectively communicating its mission and fostering 

collaboration within the educational community. Here's 

a structured approach to develop the webpage: 

Webpage Structure for Gijubhai Badheka Chair 

Ð Introduction to Gijubhai Badheka Chair 

Provide a brief overview of the chair's purpose and significance within the 

university and educational community. Detail the inception of the Gijubhai 

Badheka Chair, including its establishment and its partnership with the Ministry 

of Women and Child Development, Government of India. 

Ð Objectives 

Clearly state the objectives of the chair, emphasizing its commitment to 

promoting Gijubhai Badhekaôs educational philosophy, values and thought for 

child care and education. 

Ð Functions  

Outline the specific functions and activities undertaken by the chair, such as 

workshops, publications, research initiatives, and community engagements. 

Articulate the long-term vision of the chair in advancing child care and education 

based on Gijubhai Badheka's principles. 

Ð Team  

Provide information about the key personnel involved in the chair, including 

chair Professor & Chair Research Fellow. Also provided contact information for 

inquiries, collaborations, and partnership opportunities related to the Gijubhai 

Badheka Chair. Also to gather input from visitors regarding the chairôs activities 

and website content. 

Ð Bal Anand Yatra 

{Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ hǇŜƴ ²ŜōǇŀƎŜ 
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Uploaded brochures with accessible links of content created for children on 

the occasion of Celebration of Gijubhaiôs 138th Birth Anniversary. 

Ð Events 

o Past Events: Highlight significant events organized by the chair, such as 

workshops, expert lectures, and seminars related to Gijubhai Badhekaôs 

educational philosophies. 

o Upcoming Events: List upcoming events and activities scheduled under the 

chair, including dates, themes, and registration details for interested 

participants. 

Ð Downloads 

Provide downloadable resources produced by the chair, such as research 

papers, articles, educational material, and publications, etc. 

Ð Photo Gallery (Under Update) 

Showcasing photographs from past events, workshops, and fieldwork 

conducted by the chair. Highlight participant interactions and key moments. 
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Screen Shots of the Webpage 

 



пп 
 

References 

 

Children's Research University Gujarat. (2022). About the University. Retrieved from https 

://www.cugujarat.ac.in/About 

Children's Research University Gujarat. (2022). About Gijubhai Badheka Chair. Retrieved 

from https://www.cugujarat.ac.in/GijubhaiBadheka/GijubhaiBadhekaChair 

Department of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Education, government of India 

(2022). Toy Based Pedagogy: A Handbook. National Council of Educational 

Research and Training. https://ncert.nic.in/pdf/ notice/ toy_based_pedagogy.pdf 

Gujarati Sahitya Parishad. (n.d.). Savishesh parichay: Gijubhai Badheka. https://gujarati 

sahityaparishad.com/prakashan/sarjako/savishesh/Savishesh-Gijubhai-Badheka.ht 

ml 

Ministry of Women & Child Development. (2024). About the Ministry. Government of 

India. Retrieved from https://wcd.nic.in/about-us/about-ministry 

Ministry of Human Resource Development. (2020). National Education Policy 2020. 

Government of India. https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/N 

EP_Final_English_0.pdf 

National Council of Educational Research and Training (2022). National Curriculum 

Framework for Foundational Stage 2022. National Steering Committee for National 

Curriculum Frameworks. https://ncert.nic.in/pdf/NCF_for_Foundational_Stage_20 

_ October_2022.pdf 

Pandya, M. (n.d.). Gijubhai Badheka - An Educator. https://www.gijubhaibadheka.in/ 

 

  



пр 
 

Annexure 

 

Sr. No. Particular Page No. 

1.  Action Plan 2023-24 46 

2.  Report of Workshop on ñRe-reading Gijubhai Badhekaò 53 

3.  Report of Workshop on ñChildrenô Story Trainingò 58 

4.  Brochure & Content Links of Bal Anand Yatra 64 

5.  Report on Visit ñShri Dakshinamurti Institute, Bhavnagarò 85 

6.  Report on Visit ñShardamandir Balmandir, Ahmedabadò 90 

7.  Report on Visit ñSheth C. N. Vidya Vihar, Ahmedabadò 96 

8.  Report on ñVideo Shoot of Equipment applied by Gijubhai 

Badhekaò 

99 

9.  Report of Review Meeting for Gijubhai Badhekaôs Literature 

Republication 

104 

10.  Report of Review Meeting for Gijubhai Sathe Shikshan Yatra 106 

11.  Coverages of the Book ñGijubhai Sathe Shikshan Yatraò 110 

12.  Coverages of the Book ñShishukathaoò 113 

13.  Coverages of the Book ñShishukavyoò 114 

14.  Coverages of the Magazine ñBalvishva- Baldeepò special 

Issue 

115 

15.  MoU between Gijubhai Badheka Chair, CRU, Gandhinagar 

and State Achieves, Gandhinagar 

116 

16.  Detail List of Ph.D. Theses on Gijubhai Badheka and related 

research area 

117 

17.  Detail List of Books and Childrenôs Literature at GBC 124 

18.  Logos Designed for Gijubhai Badheka Chair 147 

19.  Action Plan 2024-25 149 



пс 
 

Annexure 1 

ñGijubhai Badheka Chairò- Childrenôs University 

Plan of Action 2023-24 

 

The esteemed Gijubhai Badheka Chair, a collaborative endeavor between the 

Government of India's Department of Women and Child Development and Children's 

University, stands as a praiseworthy initiative dedicated to the propagation of the wisdom, 

knowledge, and philosophy of the distinguished educator, Shri Gijubhai Badheka. It is worth 

noting that the very vision of Children's University was originally conceived by Gijubhai 

himself in the twentieth century. In light of this historical connection, Children's University 

seizes this moment to honour and pay homage to this remarkable educator. 

Plan of Action: 

1. Children's Poetry Creation Project:  

Under ñGijubhai Badheka Chairò an initiative has been taken to curate exceptional 

childrenôs poems. In this regard, a collaborative initiative would be implemented by inviting 

the finest contemporary children's poets in Gujarati literature to craft and assemble a collection 

of children's poems.  

 

Execution: 

ǒ Rigorous Evaluation: Conduct a comprehensive evaluation of each submitted poem for 

artistic merit, educational value, and suitability for the target audience. 

ǒ Documentation and Compilation of selected poems 

ǒ Metadata Collection: Create comprehensive metadata for each poem, including author 

information, publication dates, and themes. 

ǒ Digital Archive: Establish a digital archive for storing and preserving the selected 

poems for future access. 

ǒ Promotion and Dissemination: Collaborate with publishers to produce an anthology of 

the selected poems in various formats, including print and digital. 
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ǒ Educational Outreach: Promote the anthology in schools, libraries, and educational 

institutions to make it accessible to teachers and students.  

ǒ Public Engagement: Organize poetry readings, workshops, and cultural events to 

engage children with the curated poems. 

 

Outcome: The successful execution of this plan will result in curating quality children's poems. 

The anthology will not only celebrate the rich literary tradition of Gujarat but also contribute 

to the literary and educational enrichment of young readers. 

 

2. Children's Story Creation Project:  

Objective: Gijubhai Badheka has written the book Named óôVartanu Shastraò which 

mentioned the importance of story-based pedagogy. NEP 2020 (4.6) has incorporated story-

telling-based pedagogy as standard pedagogy within each subject.  To extend the reach and 

impact of the children's story creation, under the 'Gijubhai Badheka Chair' story writing 

workshop for writers are planned to execute by conducting workshops in different districts of 

Gujarat. These workshops will empower teachers to craft children's stories that resonate with 

their geographical, cultural, and historical context, enhancing the effectiveness of storytelling 

as a joyful learning medium.   

 

Execution: 

ǒ Conducting hands-on, interactive sessions that guide participants through the process 

of creating culturally relevant children's stories.  

ǒ Implementation of an assessment mechanism to gauge the effectiveness of the 

workshops in enhancing teachers' storytelling skills and local contextual awareness.  

ǒ Collect feedback from participants to understand their perspectives and suggestions for 

future improvements. 

ǒ Create a digital repository for workshop materials, story templates, and resources to 

support teachers in their ongoing story creation endeavors. 

ǒ Organize periodic follow-up workshops to provide ongoing guidance and support for 

teachers in refining their storytelling skill. 

 

Outcome: The implementation of this plan will lead to the expansion of children's story 

creation workshops across various districts in Gujarat, enriching the skill set of teachers and 
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educators. By integrating local cultural and historical elements into children's stories, the 

workshops aim to make learning more enjoyable and effective, fostering a deeper connection 

between children and their educational materials. 

 

3. Gijubhai Saathe Ni Vanchan Yatra: (Re-reading Gijubhai) 

A project has been designed to evaluate the pertinence of Gijubhai's writings for parents 

and teachers, within the context of the contemporary world and the challenges. The primary 

goal of the project is to ascertain the contemporary significance and practicality of Gijubhai's 

educational principles and teachings. The project is to initiate the collaborative process of 

authoring books that would consolidate the valuable contents for teachers, parents and 

childrenôs pedagogy, involving the active participation of those who would be the part of this 

insightful project. 

 

Plan of Action: Compilation of Content and Book Creation in alignment with Gijubhai's 

Philosophy for Contemporary Education. 

 

Objective: To create books that align with Shri Gijubhai Badheka's educational philosophy, 

pedagogy, as well as create books for parents and teachers making it relevant for contemporary 

children, parents, and teachers. The plan aims to incorporate his pedagogical principles into the 

21st-century educational system. 

 

Execution: 

ǒ Compilation of Content: Collate and gather the invaluable content and insights. 

ǒ Content Review: Conduct a comprehensive review of the content to identify key 

themes, principles, and practical recommendations. 

ǒ Segmentation: Organize the content into segments relevant to children, parents, and 

teachers. 

ǒ Book Creation: define structure and format ensuring they are readerôs friendly. 

ǒ Incorporating Pedagogy: Integrate Gijubhai's pedagogical principles into the content, 

emphasizing hands-on learning, creativity, and child-centric education. 

ǒ Expert Review: Engage experts in education, child psychology, and curriculum 

development to review the book drafts. 



пф 
 

ǒ Book Publication and Distribution. 

 

Outcome: The implementation of this plan will lead to the creation of educational books that 

make Gijubhai's philosophy relevant for 21st Century pedagogy, parents, teachers and others. 

These books will facilitate the incorporation of his pedagogical principles into the 21st-century 

educational pathways, ensuring a child-centred and holistic approach to learning and child 

development. 

 

4. Digitization of Gijubhai Badheka Literary Collection: 

To find out unavailable published literature especially óShiksha Patrika Monthly 

magazine run by Gijubhai himself and óDakshinamurti Patrikaô run by Nanabhai Bhatt. The 

invaluable literary collection of Shri Gijubhai Badheka, located at Dakshinamurthy and Gandhi 

Smriti Library in Bhavnagar, is in a state of severe disrepair. This collection, which comprises 

literature authored by Gijubhai himself and works written about him by various authors, dates 

back nearly a century. Regrettably, access to this treasure trove is limited due to its deteriorating 

condition. The solution to this pressing issue lies in the digitization of these historical 

documents, ensuring their eternal preservation and accessibility thereby safeguarding the 

contents for future generations. 

 

Plan of Action: Chair Professor along with other team members and the Director of Archives, 

will visit Dakshinamurti, Gandhi Smriti Library and Lok Bharati Institute in Bhavnagar District 

and other concern institution. This visit is intended for conducting a comprehensive survey and 

assessment, ultimately laying the groundwork for the digital preservation of these precious 

literary assets. 

 

Execution: 

ǒ Formation of Digitization Team: Assemble a team of digitization experts, archivists, 

and historians with expertise in preserving rare and ageing documents. 

ǒ Acquisition of Necessary Equipment: Procure high-quality scanning and digitization 

equipment suitable for preserving delicate historical documents.  

ǒ Content Assessment: Conduct an initial assessment of the literary materials, 

categorizing them into sections based on their condition, content, and relevance. 
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ǒ Technical Infrastructure: Ensure the availability of the necessary technical 

infrastructure for digitization, including storage servers and backup systems.  

ǒ Digitize each document with the utmost care, utilizing high-resolution scanning to 

capture every detail.  

ǒ Metadata Collection: Create comprehensive metadata for each digitized document, 

including authorship, publication date, and historical context. 

ǒ Quality Control: Implement strict quality control measures to verify the accuracy         

and integrity of the digital copies. 

ǒ Document Restoration: Collaborate with preservation experts to address the 

deterioration issues, such as brittle pages or damaged bindings. 

ǒ Digital Repository Establishment 

ǒ Develop a dedicated website and YouTube channel to host the digitized content        

ǒ Enhance the digital platform with interactive elements, including search functions, 

user-friendly navigation, and educational resources. 

ǒ Promotion and Outreach 

ǒ Awareness Campaign 

ǒ Collaboration with Educational Institutions 

ǒ Encourage researchers and scholars to utilize the digitized materials for further study 

and publications. 

ǒ Organize virtual exhibitions, webinars, and events to engage the public and encourage 

their participation in the preservation of Gijubhai's literary legacy. 

 

Outcome: The successful implementation of this plan will result in the comprehensive 

digitization, preservation, and promotion of Shri Gijubhai Badheka's literary collection. This 

valuable resource will be accessible to a global audience, fostering a deeper understanding of 

his educational philosophy and contributions to child education for generations to come. 

 

5. Bal Anand Yatra (Joyful journey with Children) 

Objective:  To commemorate Gijubhai's 138th birthday by sharing and promoting his 

educational legacy on social media engaging parents and teachers through a 15-day Anand 

Yatra (Joyful Journey). The aim is to create an awareness program on Gijubhai and his 

progressive educational philosophy. The Govt of Gujarat has declared óStory Dayô on the 
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birthday of Gijubhai Badheka. To celebrate the day a program will be recorded in collaboration 

with BISAG (Bhaskaracharya National Institute of Space Application and Geo-Informatics).  

 

Execution: 

ǒ The daily activities will be promoted through various social media platforms, creating 

a schedule to ensure consistent engagement throughout the 15-day Anand Yatra. 

ǒ Collaborate with educators, storytellers, musicians, and parenting experts to curate 

content. 

ǒ Celebration of Varta din (Story Day)  

ǒ Engage actively with parents and teachers, encouraging them to participate, share their 

experiences, and provide feedback. 

 

Activities: 

ǒ Storytelling Sessions: Organize daily storytelling sessions to share Gijubhai's 

inspirational stories and anecdotes related to child education. 

ǒ Musical Endeavors: Feature songs and rhymes that align with Gijubhai's educational 

principles. These songs can be engaging and educational for children. 

ǒ Interactive Activities and Games: Present fun and interactive activities, puzzles, and 

games that embody Gijubhai's pedagogical approach. 

ǒ Parenting Tips: Offer daily parenting tips and advice derived from Gijubhai's teachings 

to empower parents in their educational roles. 

ǒ Educational Lectures: Collaborate with BISAG (Bhaskaracharya Institute for Space 

Applications and Geoinformatics) to record lectures on Gijubhai's educational 

philosophy and his contributions to child education. 

ǒ Repository for University:  Establish a repository of these recorded lectures to serve as 

a valuable educational resource for the university. 

ǒ Digital Platform Integration: Make all content accessible on the university website and 

through YouTube for easy dissemination and viewing. 

 

Outcome: This endeavor will serve as a means to proliferate Gijubhai's educational philosophy 

and principles to a broader audience. It will enhance the parenting and teaching capabilities of 

the participants while also creating a valuable repository of educational resources for the 

university. The increased online presence and engagement through social media platforms will 
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further amplify the reach of this initiative. By executing this plan, the celebration of Gijubhai's 

birthday will not only serve as a tribute to his invaluable contributions but also as a medium 

for imparting his educational wisdom to a more extensive audience, ultimately benefiting 

parents, teachers, and children in the 21st century. 

 

6. Uncovering Unpublished Literary Treasures: 

Our objective is to identify and retrieve previously unpublished literary works 

associated with Shri Gijubhai Badheka. 

 

Plan of Action: 

ǒ To conduct a comprehensive Search to locate unpublished literary materials from 

concerned institutes. 

ǒ Collaboration with Scholars by engaging with scholars, historians, and experts familiar 

with Gijubhai's life and work to help identify hidden literary treasures. 

ǒ Document Verification: Thoroughly authenticate and validate the discovered materials 

to ensure their authenticity and relevance to Gijubhai's literary legacy. 

ǒ Compilation and Preservation: Once identified and verified, compile and safeguard 

these literary findings for future research and study. 

 

Outcome: This effort aims to uncover and preserve unpublished literary works by Shri 

Gijubhai Badheka, enriching our understanding of his contributions and educational 

philosophy. Our mission is to seek out undiscovered literary works that remain unpublished. 

 

Note: Particular action plan was sent by the Chair to the MWCD, GoI, on 27/10/2023.  
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Annexure 2 

 

Report on ñGijubhai Sathe Vanchan Yatraò 

(Re-Reading Gijubhai Badheka)   

  

Date: 6th to 8th October, 2023  

Place: Kochrab Ashram, Paldi, Ahmedabad, Gujarat (Gandhijiôs First Ashram in Ahmedabad) 

Key Facilitators: 

Dr. Harshad A. Patel, The Then Vice-chancellor, Childrenôs Research University, 

Gandhinagar 

Dr. T. S. Joshi, Chair Professor, Gijubhai Badheka Chair, Childrenôs Research University, 

Gandhinagar 

Dr. Mahendrabhai Chotaliya, Former Director, Childrenôs Research University 

Gandhinagar, Retd. Prof. S. P. University, Anand 

Participants: 

Su. Shri. Rachanabahen Pathak, Nutan Bal Shikshan Sangh, Vadodara 

Shri. C. T. Tundia, Principal, DIET, Surendranagar 

Dr. Ravindra Andharia, Retired Principal, G. H. Sanghavi B.Ed. College, Bhavnagar 

Su. Shri. Kirtidabahen Bhrambhatt, Retd. Joint Secretary, GoI & Literary Writer 

Shri. Hareshbhai M. Pandya, Lecturer, Shri Dakshinamurti Bal Adhyapan Mandir 

Dr. Sanjay Patel, Assistant Professor, Childrenôs Research University, Gandhinagar 

Dr. Krunal Panchal, Assistant Professor, Childrenôs Research University, Gandhinagar 

Dr. Dharmashu Vaidhya, Assistant Professor, Childrenôs Research University, Gandhinagar 

Shri. Bharatbhai Meshiya, Lecturer, DIET, Junagadh 

Su. Shri. Gira Pinakin Bhatt, Childrenôs Literary Writer, Gandhinagar 

Dr. Bhartibahen Borad, Childrenôs Literary Writer, Amreli 

Shri. Rakesh Patel, Navanadisar Primary School, Panchmahal 

Shri. Tarunbhai Katbamna, Principal, Girlsô School No 4, Junagadh 

Su. Shri Jigishabahen B. Desai, Nutan Bal Shikshan Sangh, Vadodara 

Mrs. Ananya V. Nayak, Former Chair Research Fellow, Gijubhai Badheka Chair
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Introduction 

Gijubhai Badheka was a renowned educator who left an indelible mark on the 20th 

century for his implementation of progressive education in India particularly in Gujarat. His 

innovative ideas about child education and educational philosophy continue to be highly 

relevant into the third decade of the 21st century. Unfortunately, due to limited publication 

opportunities and a lack of modern communication facilities, Gijubhai's extensive literary 

works have not reached the academic world. Moreover, his invaluable insights into education 

and child psychology remain largely inaccessible today, with books and magazines from his 

era becoming increasingly scarce.  

 To address this gap and rekindle the legacy of Gijubhai Badheka, under the Gijubhai 

Badheka Chair, Children's University Gandhinagar, organized a three-day Re-reading 

Workshop. This three-day workshop was conducted at Kochrab Ashram, Ahmedabad, with the 

primary aim of ascertaining the contemporary significance and practicability of Gijubhai's 

educational principles and teachings. Additionally, the workshop sought to evaluate the 
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pertinence of Gijubhai's writings for parents and teachers. The overarching goal of this 

workshop was to initiate the collaborative process of authoring books that would consolidate 

this valuable content, involving the active participation of those who were part of this insightful 

workshop. Twenty well-known educationists and avid readers across Gujarat were invited to 

participate in this workshop. Seventeen distinguished & committed participants attended the 

event.  

Day 1 

  The workshop commenced on October 6th, 2023, at 9:00 AM with an inaugural session 

renowned educationist Dr. Mahendra Chotliya, was the principal guide for this workshop, 

presided over this session. During this session, readers collaboratively identified the crucial 

books and distributed them among the attendees. The objective was to extract and synthesize 

essential ideas from each book. Following this initial meeting, readers began their assigned 

readings.  

In the afternoon of the first day, Dr. Harshad A. Patel, Honôble Vice-Chancellor of 

Children's University, Gandhinagar, graced the gathering and provided valuable insights and 

guidance. The day wrapped up with a well-executed closing ceremony at 7 oôclock in the 

evening. 

Day 2 

The morning of the second day witnessed a review session where Dr Mahendra 

Chotliya led discussions on the progress made so far, addressing challenges and suggesting 

possible directions for further reading and analysis. Dr. M. Chotliya and Dr. T. S. Joshi provided 

insights on how the reading and analysis could be made more effective. Subsequently, the 

readers proceeded with their designated assignments, and the majority had finished their 

readings and documented their observations by the evening. 

Day 3 

The final day of the workshop, October 8th, 2023, marked the culmination of efforts. 

Each reader was tasked with rating the extracted paragraphs from their respective books as A, 

B, or C. The readers compiled their selections and marked each paragraph for assessment.  

In a concluding meeting, Dr. Harshad Patel, Honôble Vice-Chancellor of Children's 

University, appreciated the dedicated efforts of the readers and expressed satisfaction with the 

rekindling of Gijubhai's educational and child psychology concepts. 
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It was announced that nearly a hundred pages of material gathered from these 15 readers 

would be compiled into a book. This initiative will involve further editing, typing, and a final 

review meeting. The three-day Re-reading Gijubhai workshop proved highly successful in 

preparing material from about 15 rare books. This collected material will undergo a process of 

compilation, typing, and final review before being published as a book. Overall, this workshop 

proved to be a fulfilling and significant step in revitalizing Gujubhai's concept of educational 

philosophy and child psychology for a new generation. 
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Á List of Books Read in the Workshop by Participants 

1. Gijubhai ï Muchhali Ma 

2. Gijubhainu Kelavanima Pradan 

3. Divasvapna  

4. Balsikshan Mane Samajayu Tem 

5. Montessori Paddhati  

6. Prathamika Shalama Shikshak  

7. Prathamik Shalama Bhashashiksan  

8. Vartanu Sastra  

9. Balkridangano 

10. Prathamik Shalama Kalakarigarinu Sikshana Bhag 1 

11. Prathamik Shalama Kalakarigarinu Sikshana Bhag 2  

12. Ma-Bapone  

13. Ma-Bap Thavu Akaru Chhe  

14. Aa Te Shi Mathafod?  

15. Mabapona Prashno  

16. Prasangi Manan 

17. Shant Paloma 
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Annexure 3 

Report on ñBal Varta Training Workshopò 

(Childrenôs Story Training Workshop) 

Date: 28th & 29th August, 2023 

Place: Shri Dakshinamurti Institute, Bhavnagar 

Co-ordinators: 

Dr. Sanjay Patel, Assistant Professor, Childrenôs Research University, Gandhinagar 

Shri Vipulbhai Vyas, Principal, Shri Dakshinamurti Bal Adyapan Mandir, Bhavnagar 

Experts: 

Dr. Mahendrasinh Parmar, Professor & Head, Maharaja Krishnakumarsinhji Bhavnagar 

University  

Dr. Mahendrabhai Chotaliya, Former Director, Childrenôs Research University, Retd. 

Prof. S. P. University, Anand 

Dr. T. S. Joshi, Chair Professor, Gijubhai Badheka Chair, Childrenôs Research University  

Participants: 

Krupalibahen Thakar, Krushnapara Primary School, Bhavnagar 

Lilabahen Thakarada, Shri Hari Om Girls' Primary School, Valabhipur 

Shaktidan Kunchala, Shri Valukad Kev School, Bhavnagar 

Dr. Bhartibahen Borad, Childrenôs Literary Writer, Amreli 

Madhavi Ashra, Professor, Shamaldas College, Bhavnagar 

D. M. Valera, Shri Nath Higher Secondary School No. 13, Surendranagar 

Kajalbahen V. Kalathia, Dipadiya Primary School, Rajula 

Kamaliya Kalabhai Hamirbhai, Bid Sim Velan School, Gir Somnath 

Hasmukhbhai N. Tank, Undri Primary School, Gir Somnath 

Dipalibahen D Pandya, Shri Babarkot Primary School, Jaffrabad 

Divyabahen G. Dhandhia, Shri Saraswati Vidyamandir Primary School, Rajula 

Dr. Tejani Balwantbhai, School No. 53, Mahadevnagar, Bhavnagar 

Pravinbhai Sarvaiya, Shri Fariyadaka Primary School, Bhavnagar 

Aparnapi Hirengiri G., Shri Kami Kerala Primary School, Dhari 

Mahavirsinh Gohil, Retd. Teacher & BRCCO, Sihore 

Rajubhai N. Jani, Navagam, Sanosara, Bhavnagar 

Vanitabahen Vakani, Jalarambapa Primary School, Bhavnagar 
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Vandana Goswami, Khadsaliya High School, Bhavnagar 

Deepikabahen Yadav, Shrimati N. H. Gandhi Ku. Vidyamandir, Bhavnagar 

Mitul Rawal, Shri Hathal Primary School, Bhavnagar 

Bhavatdan Gadhvi, Shri Zadiyana Primary School, Surendranagar 

Bhailalbhai Gurjar, Retd. Teacher, Surendranagar 

Bharatbhai Devaia, Shri P. S. School No. 1, Lakhtar, Vadhvan, Surendranagar 

Mukeshbhai Badresia, Shri P. S. School No. 16, Lakhtar, Vadhvan, Surendranagar 

Ratnakarbhai Nangar, Shri N. Primary School No. 13, Botad 

Narendrabhai Joshi, Shri N. Primary School No. 13, Botad 

Kandarpkumar Rawal, Shri Prangadh Primary School, Surendranagar 

Bharatkumar Vaghela, Sihor, K. V. School No. 1, Bhavnagar 

Rakesh Patel, Navanadisar Primary School, Panchmahal 

Dr. Rajeshree J. Audhia, DIET, Bhavnagar 

Gira Pinakin Bhatt, Childrenôs Literary Writer, Gandhinagar 

Bhagwanbhai Mer, Karsturbaa Vidyalaya, Bhavnagar 

Dr. Mansibahen Trivedi, Shri Gogha English School, Bhavnagar 

Chayabahen Upadhyay, Chikhodara Girls' School, Anand 

Varisbhai Bhatta, Government Higher Secondary School, Sarala, Surendranagar

Introduction 

The aim of this workshop was to create Children's Stories for Contemporary children 

in alignment with Gijubhai Badhekaôs art of 

storytelling/writing. Under Gijubhai 

Badheka Chair, Children's University 

Gandhinagar, organised Bal Varta 

Training Workshop on August 28th and 

29th, 2023, at Shri Dakshinamurti 

Institution, Bhavnagar. The workshop aims 

to inspire the creation of impactful 

children's literature, ensuring the enduring 

relevance of Gijubhai's contributions across 

generations based on Gijubhai's 'Principles 
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of Storytelling' in his pedagogy. The workshop had eight sessions, focused on fostering the 

creation of children's literature.  

Key Facilitators of the workshop were Dr. T. S. Joshi, Chair Professor, Gijubhai 

Badheka Chair, Childrenôs Research University; Dr. Mahendrabhai Chotaliya, Former Director, 

Childrenôs Research University; and Dr. Mahendrasinh Parmar, Professor & Head, MKBU. 

Total number of invitees were forty-four from different districts of Gujarat. 

 

Day 1 

The workshop commenced with an introductory session during which Dr. T. S. Joshi 

distinguished Chair Professor, Mr. Prashantbhai Bhatt Managing Trustee Dakshinamurti (son 

of Nanabhai Bhatt), Hirenbhai Principal DIET Bhavnagar, and Mr. Vipulbhai presented their 

insights. Dr. TS Joshi also introduced the mission of Children's University and emphasised the 

importance of involving teachers and other stakeholders from all across Gujarat in this venture, 

along with the creation of children's stories. The visionary message of the University's Honôble 

Vice Chancellor, Mr. Harshadbhai Patel, was shared with all the attendees to further clarify the 

objectives and goals of this training program.  
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The initial gathering was not just about introductions; it also delved into the 

fundamental concepts of storytelling. Each teacher was encouraged to share three details about 

themselves: their name, place of origin, and their thoughts on storytelling. This exchange of 

ideas served as an icebreaker while helping everyone grasp the core elements of storytelling. 

Dr. Mahendrasinh Parmar delved deeper into the components of an engaging story, 

stressing the significance of comprehending the story's intent, its characters, and the elements 

of its narrative. The meeting, therefore, evolved into both a personal introduction and a 

conversational exploration of storytelling. 

Dr. Mahendra Chotaliya shared his insights on the impact of stories on children's 

psychology, shaping their environment, and impacting their lifestyles in the contemporary 

world. He made a distinction between "children's stories" and "stories for children," using 

examples to illustrate that defining the story's purpose before writing it is crucial. He also 

explained the reasons for refraining from burdening stories with excessive moral lessons, as 

children often disengage from such narratives. 
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An interactive post-meal session titled 'What it's like to be a kid!' aimed to help 

participants to immerse in the world of children, and experience the world through a child's 

eyes. Dr. Mahendra Chotlia introduced a playful language game where participants had to 

converse in an unfamiliar language. This activity revealed that creative communication is 

possible without preconceived notions, and it showcased the power of unfettered imagination. 

Participants recognized that stories originating from such free creativity are exceptionally 

delightful. 

The conversation delved into the enduring charm of Gijubhai's stories for both children 

and adults. It led to the identification of key elements that make a story captivating, such as 

"original concepts" and "distinctive narrative components." Moreover, the discussion 

emphasized the significance of eschewing rigid naming conventions to avert monotony in 

storytelling. 
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In order to gain a deeper understanding of how to use metaphors and similes in stories for 

children, the group collectively shared and analysed a song by Gulzar. At the end of the first 

day, all participants made a collective commitment to create short stories, not exceeding two 

pages, as their homework assignment. 

Day 2 

Day 2 began with an interactive session with the children of Dakshinamurthy's 

Kindergarten.  During this session, the workshop attendees interacted with the children to 

understand their likes and interests. After observing storytelling and story dramatisation during 

the session, all participants re-grouped to share their insights. 

This training workshop was a unique platform where educators and storytellers came 

together to explore the art of storytelling through the lens of contemporary children's needs and 

interests. The workshop's impact was far-reaching, inspiring participants to create stories that 

genuinely resonate with the young audience. This 2-day training workshop led towards a 

profound journey into the world of children's stories, embracing the spirit of imagination, 

creativity, and empathy to craft tales that captivate the hearts and minds of the upcoming 

generations.  
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Annexure 4 

Content of Bal Anand Yatra 
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